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Species sheet – All about rabbits!

Popular as pets, domestic rabbits are now commonplace in French households. This 
new species sheet, following on from the one on horses, is an opportunity to revisit the 
characteristics and needs of rabbits!

This species sheet was developed with Mélina Lattari and reviewed by Samuel Boucher, 
veterinarian and member of Labovet Conseil, Laura Warin, animal welfare project manager 
at ITAVI, and Chantal Davoust, head of France LAPIN and Basse cour within the ADM.



All about domestic rabbits!

Typical day
of a wild rabbit in natural or semi-natural conditions

Rest
8h

Feed
1.5h

Grooming
0.5h

Cæcotrophy 
(eating their cecotropes)

0.5h

Zzz
Zzz

Social interactions
1.5h

Movement
3h

Cecotropes are a type of 
soft feces, 

rich in protein and vitamins.

DID YOU KNOW??

Examples of behavioral
needs

Moving around: rabbits need space! They 
must be able to hop around in their 
enclosure. The size of the enclosure 
depends on the size of the rabbit.

Hiding: rabbits are prey animals, so 
they need to hide.

Gnawing: gnawing allows them to wear 
down their teeth which grow continuously.

If rabbits are unable to express these behaviors, 
they may develop stereotypical behaviors  
(repeated chewing of fur or cage bars, etc).

Examples of 
communication signals

Rabbits communicate mainly through
postures, facial expressions, and sounds.

purring, light, rapid, low-pitched chattering teeth, often accompanied by 

a discreet vibration of the whiskers and short "honk honk" clicks. 

growling and
teeth grinding high-pitched cry

hind leg thumping

Excitement & joy

Pain or threat
Distress

Alarm signal

Satisfaction

Postures

� Binky �

kicking

� Flopped �

falls/lies down on 
its side

body twitching

Fear

abdomen on the 
ground

ears flattened 
back

bulging eyes Sounds
Honk 

! Honk !

Social behavior

Vigilance

 Social cohesion

Rabbits live in groups of 2 to 8 adults, 
including their young. Females are 

generally from the same family group.

Dominance 
A group consists of a single dominant male 
and non-pubertal males, which are driven 

away once they reach adulthood. A dominance 
hierarchy exists between males. Some older 

females may also be dominant.

When leaving the burrow, rabbits take turns
 keeping watch and warning of 

the presence of predators.

150 to 325 BPM

Monogastric
Herbivore

~39 °C8kg1kg

Average
weight

Size:
30cm to 80cm 

Physiology
The French Rabbit Breeders' Federation (FFC) listed 85 
rabbit breeds in France in 2024.ORYCTOLAGUS CUNICULUS

LAGOMORPHS
LEPORIDAE
7 YEARS (MAX 12 YEARS)
~30-32 DAYS 
MIDDLE AGES

Scientific name:
Order:
Family:
Life expectancy:
Gestation:
Domestication:
Signature:
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Sensory abilities

Lorem ipsum

To "touch", rabbits mainly use their whiskers,
located around their nose and above their eyes.

Touch

Comfort

*Rabbits’ thermal comfort depends on their coat type
(hairless, rex, very dense, or long), and their perception
of temperature is influenced by humidity and air speed.

Touch sensitivity Thermal sensitivity*

Most sensitive area 

16°C

24°C

16°C

24°C

Rabbit Baby rabbit
Rabbit ears help regulate 

body temperature

To accurately locate the source of a sound, 
rabbits stand upright on their hind legs with 
their ears extended.

Rabbits can hear ultrasound. They are very      
sensitive to noise.

Hearing

Pig

Cow

0 20 20 000 40 000 160 000

Frequency (Hz)

INFRASOUND HUMAN HEARING RANGE ULTRASOUND

Rabbit 42 000

Smell
Their sense of smell is used for communication  
(marking, urine, feces), exploration (searching for 
and selecting food) and also for locating and 
avoiding predators. 

Like most mammals, rabbits 
have a vomeronasal organ that 

allows them to detect 
pheromones.

Rabbits have 50 to 100 times 
more olfactory receptors 

than humans!

DID YOU KNOW??

Taste
Can recognize salty, sweet, sour, and bitter flavors, 
with a preference for sweet and bitter.

Rabbits like carrots, which 
are very high in sugars. They can be 

given as treats, but only in moderation! 

DID YOU KNOW??

They can only see two colors clearly: blue and 
green. Their vision is sensitive to light and
movement.

Rabbits cannot see in total darkness but 
have better night vision than humans.

Sight
Panoramic field of view (almost 360°). 

Rabbits cannot see under their chin.

Monocular zone

Monocular zone

Binocular 
zone

Blind
zone

Able to distinguish between individuals 
(rabbits, domestic carnivores, predators, 

and humans).

Able to respond to hand signs.

Cognitive abilities
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