All about goats!

+ Physiology

There are over 300 breeds of goats worldwide and two
S Ci e ntifi Cc name: CAPRA HIRCUS main breeds in France: Alpine and Saanen.

Order: ARTIODACTYLUS @ 70to 95 BPM
Family: BOVIDAE 2 ! o
Life expectancy: UP TO 15 YEARS ~) k 386-40°C
Gestation: ~150 DAYS = ) Ruminant
Domestication: ~10 000 YEARS B.C Herbivore
Signature: Average
M@w@wﬂ@ size:
IDFRABLANQUETTE<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<69280 35em - 100cm
012299293232CAPRAHIRCUS<K<K<KKLKKLKLK<K<L<L

Social behavior Behavioral needs
Organization and
Goats live in herds, consisting of prefe rences

adult females and young of

both sexes. .
Preferred terrain:
Males leave the group during adolescence, live alone, and

rejoin the herd during the breeding season. ) ‘ /\Q/\
. DO

Social cohesion Rocky Hilly Altitude
Goats develop affinities with goats of
the same age, social rank,

Climbing

and similar level of aggression. g
. . . Rumination
Mother-child relationship . ﬁ

In the wild, mothers only nurse their
R own young, which they recognize by -
smell and vocalizations. Hldlng

Picking

. DID YOU KNOW? | [12]
Typlcal day ? Extensively managed herds

of a goat in natural or semi-natural conditions @ can travel up to 12 km per day.

Rumination
Sh

Cognitive abilities

Other Movement Capable of reproducing a task at least 100
(salt licking, . .
social int’eralcgons) 3h days after learning it.

2h .
Foraging Capable of distinguishing positive and
(grazing, picking)

oh negative facial expressions in humans.

Capable of recognizing conspecifics,
discriminating between different shapes and
colors, and memorizing specific areas (resting

areas, feeding areas, shelters).




Sensory abilities

Sight

Panoramic field of view (320-340°).

Monocular zone

T

Monocular zone

Can easily detect movement behind it
without moving its head.

Sees colors but cannot distinguish red from
green.

DID YOU KNOW?

Goats have rectangular pupils. When they tilt
their head, their pupils rotate to remain
. horizontal (which allows them to
see approaching dangers, even while grazing).

Thanks to its large pupils, the goat has good night
vision.

Smell

Its highly developed sense of smell plays a major
role in its reproductive behavior.

The ‘buck effect’ consists of introducing
a buck into a herd in order to induce
estrus in females. The buck’s odor plays a
key role in stimulating their hormonal
activity.

Sensitivity to touch Thermal sensitivity*

Comfort

[ Most sensitive areas

Chévre Chevreau

*The thermal comfort of goats depends on the breed,

Taste

Goats have a good sense of taste and can
recognize salty, sweet, sour, and bitter flavors.

They are highly selective in their diet (grasses,

herbs, buds, and shrub leaves) but maintain a
varied diet.

? DID YOU KNOW?
Goats have self-medicating
o

abilities.

Hearing

Goats are sensitive to high-pitched and low-
pitched sounds.

They can identify their offspring by their
vocalizations.
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Goats have difficulty locating the spatial origin
of a sound.

Touch

DID YOU KNOW? R
Touch plays an important
role in social bonding,

o particularly between mother
and child.

The goat’s lips are very sensitive and
enable it to sort through food.

It likes and needs to scratcht
(grooming behavior, stress
reduction).

and temperature perception depends on humidity and air speed.
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